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with Gordian III and Florian1, as she frequently did earlier.
More often, Juppiter performs the investiture, as on the coins
of Severus Alexander Gallienus, Aurelian and Probus, Cams,
Carinus and Numerianus2. In the case of the last two> the
investing figure may also be their father Carus; and it is certainly
Diocletian, who receives himself3 the globe from Juppiter and
hands it to Maximian4. Sol appears in this r6le on the coins of
Gordian III and Aurelian5. Coronation by a god may be explained
in the same sense. Thus Sol crowns Probus; Sol and Hercules
crown Carus and Carinus ; Hercules crowns Postumus6. Where
Mars appears in this capacity there may also be a reference to
those by whom the emperor was chosen (see below, p. 369).

Whether men believed in the revealed divinity of the emperor
or in a divine favour upholding him, there was always something
divine about his person and his office. It was just this idea of
divine favour which made it possible later for the Christian
emperors to express the peculiar sanctity of their position in the
traditional ceremonial, to receive the due expressions of reverence
and to retain the imperial insignia and dress7,

III. THE COURT AND ITS CEREMONIAL.
DRESS AND INSIGNIA

The character of the sources for the decisive period of transition
in the third century rarely enables us to describe with confidence
the external setting of the imperial power. For it is just in such
matters that the Historia Augusta generally gives only the facts
of the time of its composition. Characteristic features due to
adulation and the growing pre-eminence of the princeps had their
tentative beginnings in the first two centuries of our era. But it
is almost impossible to say how far and when they reached fixed
and obligatory forms. The habit of calling everything to do with the
emperor sacrum (so that the word finally came to mean * imperial')
is apparent e.g. in the phrase cognoscens ad sacras
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